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A young girl unable to sit

1 SELF-ASSESSMENT QUIZ 1

Mohamed Zakil, Hassan Al Said2, Ghalia Al-Mutaril, Medhat Othman3

An eleven-month old girl was referred to the
hospital with three-week history of
irritability, refusal to sit or to bear weight on
her legs. There was no history of trauma, raw
milk intake or preceding viral or bacterial
infections. She was afebrile  all throughout
her illness. Examination of her back showed
decreased lordosis and stiffness of the
paravertebral muscles. Any attempt at flexing
her spine caused marked discomfort. The rest
of physical examination was unrevealing.

Laboratory investigation at presentation
showed hemoglobin concentration of 10 gm/dl,
total WBC of 14.4 X10(9)/l, neutrophils 64%,
platelet count of 483X10(9)/1.  Erythrocyte
sedimentation rate was 45 mm/h. Three blood
cultures were sterile. Tests for brucellosis,
tuberculosis, Widal and sickling were
negative. The MRI images of the spine are
shown in Figures 1 and 2. After 4 days of bed
rest she was able to resume her normal
activity. She remained well during follow up
visits.

Figure 1
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Figure 2

Questions
l.What are the findings on the MRI?
2.What is the diagnosis?

(Please turn to next page for answers.)
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